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Record Matches at Africa’s Biggest Business Opportunities Expo

With less than five days to go to the SAITEX/AB7 expo, a record number of almost 2 500 companies have been profiled and 1500 business meetings have been scheduled.  Show organiser John Thomson of Exhibition Management Services expects this figure to increase significantly: “SAITEX is known for its ability to produce business opportunities,” he says. “And these figures confirm that SAITEX is the business and networking hub for African business”. The Southern African International Trade Exhibition (SAITEX) and Africa’s Big Seven (AB7) take place at Gallagher Convention Centre in Midrand, from 30 June to 2 July.

SAITEX and its sister show AB7 bring together Africa’s biggest retail expo and biggest food and beverage trade show. This joint event is recognised worldwide as the biggest business opportunities expo on the African continent.

“SAITEX is justifiably world famous for its ability to deliver business opportunities to local and international participants over the last 20 years,” says show organiser John Thomson. “We’ve been watching SAITEX and AB7 grow steadily in size and sophistication over the past few years. These statistics certainly tell me we’re on the right track as the business networking hub for Africa.”
Strong Support from City of Joburg

The City of Joburg is sponsoring this year’s business matchmaking programme and this is another indication of the huge appeal and visibility of SAITEX and AB7. 
“We are very excited about the City of Joburg sponsoring the business matchmaking programme this year,” says Tracy Watcham of the Business Matchmaking ™specialists Outsmart Marketing. “This world class event takes place in our amazing city, so it’s fantastic to have the City of Joburg on-board as one of the links matching businesses with opportunities through the exhibition platform.”

Business Matchmaking™ is an online service enabling show visitors and exhibitors to pre-profile, pre-select and pre-schedule business meetings with potential partners before the event. 

‘I’m excited to see the high number of overseas requests for meetings with companies in Africa, especially South Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Ghana and Lesotho,” says Thomson. 

Other countries that feature high on the list include Turkey, Brazil, China and Pakistan, while the most popular sectors for Business Matchmaking™ include FMCG, retail, textiles and business services. 
SAITEX offers a record number of exhibitors from 45 countries this year, with the magical 1000-exhibitor barrier very close to being shattered. Over 15 000 visitors are expected from 53 countries. 

“Together, SAITEX and AB7 boosted the Gauteng economy to the value of over R60 million last year, and we are expecting this to increase significantly,” concludes Thomson.

To see a video of the SAITEX and AB7 events from 2012, simply go to www.youtube.com and type in the top search window: ‘Saitex & Africa’s Big Seven’.

For more information contact Lineke van der Brugghen, Exhibition Management Services. 

Tel: +27 11 783 7250. Fax: +27 11 783 7269. 

E-mail: admin@exhibitionsafrica.com
Website: www.exhibitionsafrica.com
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John Thomson, Managing Director of Exhibition Management Services
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Meeting new business partners at SAITEX
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Tracy Watcham
SAITEX and AB7 offer huge potential for business opportunities in Africa
EMS - STAGING THE CONTINENT’S LEADING TRADE EVENTS SINCE 1984
South Africa-based Exhibition Management Services (EMS) is one of the longest established event organisers in the country and is the only events company on the continent with years of experience in delivering Pan African exhibition programmes.
With nearly 30 years of networking in Africa, EMS’s database is unique in the industry and enables the unrivalled identification, notification and participation of qualified international trade visitors to its events.
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